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Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars
6001 34th Street North
St Petersburg, FL

Jul 24 Sunday 10 AM- 3 PM
Carriage Museum Tour
Wiersdale, FL
See details in THIS issue
Aug 1

Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars
Aug 28 Sunday 11 AM
Member Appreciation
Safety Harbor, FL
See details in THIS issue
Sep 10 Saturday Noon
Showmen’s Museum Tour
Riverview, FL
See details in THIS issue

About the Newsletter

The Tampa Bay Section, Mercedes-Benz
Club of America, Inc. publishes this bimonthly newsletter in even-numbered
months. Opinions expressed are those of
the authors. Express permission is hereby
granted to other Sections of the MercedesBenz Club of America to reprint articles
contained herein, without exception. Articles
of general interest are solicited for inclusion
in the newsletter, and should be mailed to
the Editor or e-mailed to LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Copy deadline is the first day of
even numbered months.

An Overview of the Club

Established in 1956, MBCA has more
than 20,500 members in over 84 sections
across the nation. These local sections organize hundreds of events each
year, ranging from social gatherings to
specialized technical sessions. We’re a
not-for-profit organization.

Sep 12 Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars
Oct 3

Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars

Nov 7

Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars

Dec 4 Sunday
Holiday Brunch
Safety Harbor Spa
Safety Harbor, FL
Dec 5

Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars

Jan 9

Monday 6:30PM
Business Meeting & Dinner
Crown Eurocars

Join the Club

Enroll as a member of MBCA for:
One Year $55
Two Years $107
Three Years $157
Call 800-637-2360

Local Activities

Your dues include membership in the section of your choice. Each section publishes a newsletter with news of its activities
and its year-round calendars of events, including rallies, defensive driving courses,
car shows, technical sessions, and dinner
meetings. Many sections host special
events. Any MBCA member may attend
any section, regional, or national event.
Mercedes-Benz

Roadside Assistance

Call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES
24 hours a day.
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President’s Message
Guys,
Hello all! We are in the summer doldrums; I hope everyone is
keeping cool.
In April we had the Road Rally to Hope Children’s Home.
Scott prepared a very challenging rally ending at the Hope
Children’s Home. What an impressive campus. The buildings
are lovely, and the staff is warm and friendly. All the kids were
friendly and exceptionally well behaved. We enjoyed a tour of the
facility and a very nice lunch. We also had the pleasure of generating a significant sum of money to help the Home.
In May we went to the Kennedy Space Center. What an impressive place! We all took a bus tour of the Center, after which
we split up to explore on our own. Connie and I opted to watch
two movies about our space program.
Tomorrow we have the Great Escape Room event. By the
time you read this, it will be history. I hope the men beat the
women, but I am concerned. The woman traditionally do better
than the men, and they have a secret weapon. Lynn Hutchinson is
bringing her granddaughter and she is very smart.
In July we will be going to the Grand Oaks Resort and
Museum. The museum is devoted to carriages, and is one of the
largest private collections. Lunch will be at the resort.
August finds us at the Safety Harbor Spa for our Member
Appreciation Brunch. This is the same facility where we have had
our Holiday Brunch the last few years. The food is excellent; you
don’t want to miss this.
In September we will be going to the Independent Showmen’s
Museum in Riverview. This is a large collection of memorabilia
from traveling shows and circuses. They are usually closed at this
time of year, but they are opening just for us. The event is limited
to 40 participants so sign up early.
New members are the life blood of our club. Please invite
your friends to join us. They will thank you for it.
That’s it for this issue. Everyone stay healthy and happy.

Gary

Welcome
New Members!
Jim Ashworth • Lutz
Sandra Beddow • Palmetto
Jason Fernandez • Tampa
Douglas Meredith • St.Petersburg
Sandy Shultz • St Petersburg

Renewed Members
G Ronald Ames • The Villages
Rosmarie Bannagott • St Petersburg
Benjamin Berman • Sarasota
Joe Brenna • Indian Rocks Beach
Jim Clasen • Lutz
Joseph Colwell • Palm Harbor
Joan Cure • Palm Harbor
Art Dorsett • New Port Richey
James Dowdell • Brooksville
Richard Harris • Sarasota
James Hightower • Clearwater
Kevin Johnson • St Petersburg
James Jones • Bradenton
William Klein • Lutz
Darin Kucera • St Petersburg
Cooley Ludtke • Troy
Timothy Mendonca • Oldsmar
Lance Meyerson • Tampa
Nancilou Patton • Homosassa
Thomas Pitman • Tampa
Mark Raciappa • Tallahassee
Susan Ricker • Indian Rocks Beach
Bruce Rogers • Bradenton
Elliott Ross • Tampa
Terry Stephens • Gulfport
Jeffrey Tibbs • Sarasota
Patricia Tornblom • Shady Hills
Patrick Uli • St. Petersburg
Above are the new and renewed members from May 1, 2016
through June 23, 2016.We look forward to meeting the new
members and hope to keep seeing our renewed members at
many of our events. – Editor

REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR:
Please include full names of all persons attending an event on
the Registration Coupon. We often refer back to the registration coupon for first and last names to accompany photos
published in this newsletter. Did you know that you can have
your spouse/significant other listed as the Associate Member
in your member profile? I can see that information when I get
the member list for the mailing labels. Thanks. – Editor
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The Grand Oaks Resort & Museum
Important Info
WHEN:

Details:

We will begin our day with a brunch from 10
AM to noon at the Grand Oaks Resort new restaurant, The
Bistro.
The Carriage Museum Tour is from 12:30 - 2:45 PM (can
stay as long as you like, last entry is 2:45 PM and they close
at 4:00 PM). The cost for both the brunch and tour is $25.00
per person. If you only have time for the tour, then the tour
only price is $16.00.

Sunday, July 24, 2016

WHERE:
The Grand Oaks Resort & Museum
		 3000 Marion Country Road
		 Wiersdale, FL 32195
		 352-750-5500 • www.TheGrandOaks.com
COST:
$25.00/person for brunch & museum tour
		 $16.00/person for just the tour
CALL:
Michael Gulick • 352 259 1952
		MAGulick@centurylink.net
TIME:
		
		
RESERVE BY:

10:00 AM - noon for brunch
12:30-2:45 PM (or until 4 PM when the
museum closes

July 9th

They also offer carriage rides available 08:00 - 09:00. If you wish to do this, please contact them at the number above to
arrange your own reservation.
The Grand Oaks Carriage Museum is home to one of the world’s largest private collections of carriages and equine artifacts. Step back in time and enjoy the elegance and pageantry of over 160 European and American Carriages, including the
elaborate 1850 Armbruster Dress Chariot once owned by Emperor of Austria Franz Joseph, and his wife, Elisabeth. Our Museum uniquely offers a glimpse into the history of the relationship between man and horse and clearly defines the manner in
which the horse has helped shape the history of man.

Directions:

Put the address into your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific
directions from your location. If you are lost here is the cell number for Michael 352-430-8325

The Grand Oaks Resort Brunch & Museum
July 24, 2016
Name(s) __________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________

Cell Phone________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
# ______ $25/person for brunch & tour
_______________ Enclosed
# ______ $16/person for just the museum tour
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Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA
Mail by July 9, 2016 to:
Michael & Lynn Gulick
2299 Fringe Tree Trail
The Villages, FL 32163

OR

June/July 2016

Member Appreciation Brunch
Important Info
WHEN:

Sunday, August 28, 2016

WHERE:
		

Safety Harbor Spa
105 N Bayshore Dr., Safety Harbor, FL

COST:

$10.00/person - limit 2 per membership

CALL:

Dave & Lynn Hutcinson

		 H 727-726-6711 • Cell: 727-420-0424
		DHutch@verizon.net
TIME:
RESERVE BY:

Details: Brunch with a side of history...
Sunday Brunch at the historic Safety Harbor Resort and
Spa is more than a collection of enticing entrees, savory
soups, salads and delectable desserts - it’s a sensory experience served up with a dash of history.
Dating back to the sixteenth century when Spanish
explorer Hernando DeSoto believed he had found the elusive
Fountain of Youth on this very site, Safety Harbor Resort and
Spa has been an intriguing destination where notable figures
from the worlds of politics, sports and entertainment have
graced the tables. While brunch-goers here may not always
dine with major league heroes or Hollywood legends, the
meal promises to be every bit as memorable - and historic.
Every Sunday from 11:00 - 2:30 PM, Brunch is enjoyed
in spaces like History Hall, Four Springs Ballroom, Athena
or Baranoff where fine art, artifacts and glittering chandeliers
blend with freshly prepared specials. The result is a holistic
dining endeavor where patrons experience more than a meal

11:00 AM - 2:30 PM

August 13th

in a hotel restaurant. To enjoy Sunday Brunch at the Safety Harbor Resort and Spa is to immerse yourself in the story beyond
the food - a story of adventure, beauty and eternal youth.
We will be awarding certificates for your years of membership and pins for those who achieved years of membership
ending in 5 or 0 – 5, 10, 15, etc. If you are receiving a pin please
register early so we have time to order your pin from National.
This brunch sells for $24.95 plus tax and tip so your club
will be underwriting this event to show our appreciation for your
continued membership. There is a limit of 2 persons per membership.

Directions: . Put the address into your navigation

system (even outdated disks will have this location as the
Spa has been there longer than all of us!), smart phone
GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific directions from
your location.

Member Appreciation Brunch
Sunday, August 28, 2016

Name(s) __________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________

Cell Phone________________________

Address __________________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

received by August 13, 2016 to:
Lynn & Dave Hutchinson
2104 Flamingo Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

No. _____ persons @ $10/person for brunch $________
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Drive for Hope Charity Road Rally
Tampa, FL
April 30, 2016
By Scott Suits

F

or over 45 years Hope Children’s Home in Tampa,
Florida has rescued nearly 5,000 abandoned,
abused, neglected, and orphaned children from
around the world. On their 55-acre campus of both
dormitories and family cottages, their goal is to point
each and every child towards Christ, provide them with
a loving environment, and equip them with an exceptional education. Hope is unique in that they have never
received state or federal funding but have relied on God
to provide through churches, individuals, organizations,
and businesses. Log onto hopechildrenshome.org to see
if you would like to offer some financial help that they
always need.
You can also donate goods at either of their two
thrift stores at:
1. 702 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa, FL 33612
2. 2881 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd., Clearwater, FL 33759
3. OR Schedule a Pickup by calling 813-961-1214 _
On the morning of Saturday April 30, 15 cars lined
up at Lokey Motor Company Mercedes-Benz in Clearwater for an approximate two-hour 51.4 mile road rally.
The contestants where sent out in four-minute intervals
to follow instructions that led them through 30 route
changes and 31 clues to find answers along the route that
could be found on signs, buildings, street signs, mailboxes, yards, etc. The rally master (me!) made a BIG error
by having a “turn right” where it should have been “turn
left.” The teams detected the error in a little over a mile
and made the appropriate course correction saving me
more embarrassment than I already was suffering.
The rally ended at Hope Children’s Home where
the contestants were treated to tours of the living quarters and education center by staff. Most of the staff that
works at Hope live at Hope and are the “house parents”
for the dormitories and cottages. The cottages are used to
house family groups of children so that they can remain
as a family. If the children remain at Hope and the family
cannot be re-united, at 18 they are ready for college or a
trade school. After further education some return to Hope
to become Staff….. and it carries on.

All photos in this issue taken by Dave Hutchinson.
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Above: Rally master, Scott Suits

Following the tours we enjoyed a great lunch donated and
catered by a local Smokey Bones Restaurant of 8020 Citrus Park
Dr., Tampa. Serving were Mangers Vicki Morales and Rob Klinge.
This was made possible by generosity of General Manager Quinton Stephens. Please make it a point to stop in and say “Hi!”
After lunch trophies were awarded to the top three teams.
These trophies were donated and produced by Bayshore Trophy of
Clearwater who, by the way, produces all of the MBCA National
trophies for the Member, Officer and Section of the Year, and Public Service awards.
Here are the winners - driver listed first then navigator:
First Place: John Thomas & Nancy Pease & Driver in a 2004
E320
Second Place: Dave & Lynn Hutchinson in a 1999 300 turbo
diesel
Third Place: Greg & Pat Watson
A special note about my old MB friend from Michigan, Bill
Sgro, and his 11- &12-year-old daughters Liz & Gabriella, who
came up from Sarasota to do the rally.
A very special thanks goes out to two of our local MercedesBenz dealerships. Crown Eurocars of St. Petersburg and Lokey
Motorcars of Clearwater each donated $250 to Hope Children’s
Home. All of the entry fees and dealer donations went directly to
Hope, totaling $1,125.00. The dealers will be presented Thank
You plaques for their generous support.
A huge thanks to Stan Pittman from Hope, Lokey & Crown
MB dealers, Smokey Bones Bar & Fire Grill, Bayshore Trophy,
and the Ralliers. Also to Mary Ellen Ames and Betty Hendrix who
helped me tally the score sheets at the end. It takes a lot of people
to make everything work.

June/July 2016

Above: First place winners John Thomas & Nancy Pease; second place Pat & Greg Watson; third place Lynn & Dave
Hutchinson

Left: Smokey Bones managers Rob Klinge & Vicki Morales with
Scott Suits. The 8020 Citrus Park Dr, Tampa, location provided
our awesome lunch after the rally

Above & left: Our tour of
the Hope Childrens Home
facilities

Rally group on the cover: Neal Dion, Ron & Mary Ellen
Ames, Greg Watson, Michael Gulick, Mike & ??? Maksym,
Don & Splash Eckerson, Larry Smith, Michelle Dion, Lynn
Gulick Edgard & Marcia Schulz, Katherine Smith, Scott
Suits, Pat Watson, Lynn Hutchinson, Nancy Pease, John
Thomas, Connie & Gary Dolin, Debbie Cabrera, Linda Cooper, Dan Cabrera, and Paul Cooper
Left: Ron Ames with his car.
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Kennedy Space Center Tour
Titusville & Cocoa Beach, FL
May 14, 2016
By Linda Cooper

W

e packed the car, picked up Dave
& Lynn Hutchinson around 10 AM
on Friday, May 13th, and headed
east for our weekend at Cocoa, FL and our
tour of the Kennedy Space Center. Traffic
was smooth sailing and we arrived in time for
lunch at Jazzy’s Mainely Lobster restaurant.
Dan’s recommendation for dinner Saturday was
the Lobster Shanty. When I called them to make
our reservation they informed me that the new name
was Squid Lips (part of a small chain from Melbourne,
FL) so we decided we better check it out before Saturday. They are situated on the Intracoastal and the
deck out back has some awesome views. The manager
showed us our dining room for Saturday and we opted
for the set up to be one long table.
At the Days Inn we were able to get early check in
and negotiated with them for use of the breakfast rooms
for the group to hang out after dinner both nights. All
we had to do was clean up our empty wine bottles (there
were many!) and make sure the tables were back in order
for breakfast the next day. It gave us a nice area rather
than in one of our rooms sitting on the beds.

Left: Helen Sanders
Below: Jim & Nancy Merada and
Carolyn & Ed Jarotz

Below: Lynn & Michael
Gulick
Left: Art & Dorsett

Dinner Friday was “on your own” with everyone
choosing various restaurants in the area. After breakfast on Saturday we headed north to the Space Center. I
picked up our prepaid tickets, distributed them, took a
couple group shots, and we were off on our day of space
exploration. And what an eventful day it was – Imax
movies, a very interesting volunteer docent who gave us
the whole history of space exploration, a bus ride out to
the launch pad, and too many more adventures to mention. We didn’t come close to seeing it all. If you haven’t
been there lately (for us I think
it has been about 20 years)
there is so much to see and do.
Put it somewhere on your list
of Florida sights to see.
Dinner at Squid Lips was
delicious and we shared our
adventures of the day. If you
were unable to come to this
event, you missed a great one.
Hope you will join us in the future.
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Above: Bus driver & narrator, Richard

June/July 2016

Above: Dave & Lynn Hutchinson
Below: Dan & Debbie Cabrera

Above: Ben & Len Berman

Above: Catherine & Bob Martino

Space Center group on the cover: Michelle Dion, edgard &
Marcia Schulz, Lynn Hutchinson, Neal Dion, Connie & gary
Dolin, Helen Sanders, Linda Cooper, Michael Gulick, Lynn
Gulick, Catherine & Bob Martino, Ben Berman, Debbie &
Dan Cabrera, Nancy Merada, Paul Cooper, Len Berman, Jim
Merada, Leslie & Steve Tunwall, Carolyn & ed Jarotz and
Art & ??? Dorsett
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Member Car Spotlight
Titusville, FL
by Dave Hutchinson

T

ampa Bay Section Members, Steve and Leslie Tunwall, recently joined
us at the club’s Kennedy Space Center event. They were excited to
show me their beautiful 2014 Sprinter RV.

The Tunwalls operate a small custom electronics company that provides
control systems for broadcasting. They moved to Florida in 2014 from Ohio
where they were members of the Mercedes-Benz Club in the Cleveland/Akron area.
The Tunwalls have been Mercedes owners for a long time. They previously owned a 1997 E340. They also had a 2003 S55 AMG and currently
own a 2011 E63 AMG in addition to the 2014 Sprinter RV which is seen
on this page. They love the Sprinter RV and used it for short and long
trips alike. The Sprinter is powered by a Diesel engine which gets good
mileage (15 mpg) when compared with its gas counterparts. We welcome the Tunwalls to our Section. I am pleased to feature their unique
RV in this issue.

For Sale
Any member wishing to place an ad in the newsletter for automobiles and/or related equipment for sale, may do so at
no charge by sending a typed or printed copy to the Editor
no later than the 10th of the odd number months.

FOR SALE - Mercedes Benz Owners Manual from 1970
280 SE nd 280 SE 4.5. in paper envelope sleeve, and in
near perfect condition. $45. Also a BECKER GRAND
PRIX AM-FM stereo/cassette radio. OEM for Mercedes,
Audi and Porsche in the 1980s. Recently examined by
Becker technicians and found to be working perfectly.
$225. Text for photos (914)548-5450....cell. Anthony LoBalbo, Beverly Hills, FL
FOR SALE - 1994 E320 cabriolet. Black/gray. Second
owner, rust free, unrestored original in excellent condition,
garaged, 63k miles.Original sticker $77,775 with all op-
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tions. Limited production - will be collectible. $17,950. Call
Jerry @ 727-580-7800 or Bobbie @ 727-458-4719
FOR SALE – Bonnie & Dick Wolverton cars 2007 S-550,
58k miles, Options include parktronis backup camera, Iridium
silver; all services at Crown. $22,000. 2003 SLK32 AMG
black, 58k miles, all service Crown, new tires, 349 hp, very
good condition. Great for driving events. $13,000. Less than
1,000 sold in 2003 Call Dick (H) 727-896-1995, (O) 727-8231399 or dickwolv@aol.com
LOOKING TO BUY – an early 50’s to 60’s Mercedes 190
SL or Pagoda. Also interested in a Adenauer 300 or Ponton.He
is familiar with the restoration & will consider any condition.
Contact Robert Barret via email: mbz190slmembers@yahoo.
com or this number 239-400-2945

June/July 2016

Independent Showmen’s Museum Tour & Dinner

Important Info
WHEN:

Saturday September 10, 2016

WHERE:
Independent Showmen’s Museum
		
6938 Riverview Drive
		 Riverview, FL
		
813-671-3503
		
Circles Waterfront Restaurant
		
1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
		813-641-3275
COST:
$10.00/person for museum tour
		 Dinner off the menu after

Details:
Operated by the International Independent Showmen’s Association of Gibsonton, Florida, the museum is held in a large
warehouse space that can barely contain the eclectic collection.
There are brightly colored wagons and an ornate carousel as well
as one of the nation’s first ferris wheels which has been rebuilt
and put into working order inside the museum. Visitors can easily get a sense of what it’s like to live as a traveling performer,
traveling state to state just to entertain. In addition to the rides and
vintage vehicles the museum displays countless photos and pieces
of ephemera from throughout the history of the traveling circus
in America including a number of costumes and apparel, some of
which belonged to performers whose proportions dwarf that of
any traditional human.
From wild west shows to railroad era big top productions, the
museum covers every era of the storied show form that dates back
to at least the late 1700s in America. Traveling shows are a disappearing art in this day and age but seeing the rich and colorful
history on display at the International Independent Showmen’s

CALL:
Dave Hutchinson • 727-726-6711
		dhutch@verizon.net
TIME:
RESERVE BY:

Noon - 1:30PM Dinner after
September 3, 2016

LIMIT of 40 for TOUR
Museum may be enough to make you want to run out and
join the circus.
Dinner will follow at

Directions:

Put the address into your navigation system, smart
phone GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific directions from your location. If you are lost or runnin late
here is the cell number for Lynn 727-420-0424 or Linda
Cooper 727-798-6800

Independent Showmen’s Museum Tour & Dinner
Saturday, September 10, 2016

Name(s) __________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________

Cell Phone________________________

Address __________________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________
No. _____ persons		
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Enclosed $10.00/person

$ ____________

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

received by September 3, 2016 to:
Lynn & Dave Hutchinson
2104 Flamingo Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

I will be staying for dinner Y N
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866-369-3751

6001 34th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33174

CrownEurocars.com

Discover the better way to drive at Crown Eurocars.

So if you’re looking for a new or Certified Pre-Owned MercedesBenz, or even a quality used car from our handpicked pre-owned
selection, don’t settle for ordinary.

At Crown Eurocars, we have been selling and servicing the finest
cars on the planet for decades, and our team has the experience
and expertise to offer you a better buying experience.

A better class of vehicle
Needs a better class of dealership.

YOUR ONE STOP
FOR ALL YOUR GERMAN CAR NEEDS

SERVICE & REPAIR OF:

• Free Estimates

• Factory Trained Technicians

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1994

• Specializing In Historic German Cars

• Call 547-0818 For An Appointment Today

GERMAN TECH, INC. • 10881 75th Street North • Largo, FL 33777
Business Hours: Mo-Fr 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • (727) 547-0818 • info@germantech.com

